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Different Problems, Different Solutions
The Many Faces of Gun Violence

Suicides

Most gun deaths occur in private crises.

Type of Gun Violence

Suicide / Self-Harm

Community / Street

Domestic / Intimate Partner

Mass | Public Attacks.

Accidental / Unintentional

Community Violence Mass Shootings

Non-fatal shootings drive retaliation cycles Rare but high-profile events.
Share of U.S. Gun Deaths. Main Drivers Most Effective Responses Police Role
~60% Crisis, lethal means ERPOs, safe storage, Train officers on ERPO

crisis intervention

~35% Retaliation, social networks ~ Focused deterrence.
NIBIN/CGIC, witness
support

~4-5%

victim safety planning

<1% Grievance, crisis, Threat assessment,
fame-seeking ERPOs, storage laws

<1% Unsafe storage, inexperience Child-access prevention,
education

Bottom Line: prevention strategies differ across event types

Household access, escalation Firearm removal orders,

peitions & welfare chocks;
fink to mental health teams

Prioritize nonfatal shooting
clearance; use gun-intel &
group violence intervention

Enforce DV orders:
coordinate with advocates;
manage safe surrender
Build multidisciplinary threat
teams; train officers to
rscognize leakage
Promote gun locks / storage
outreach through community
programs




The Long Reach of
Mass Shootings

+ “Mass shooting” # “mass public
shooting” # “active shooter” # JE—
“targeted violence”

« ~7% of American adults report
being “on the scene” of a mass
shooting in their lifetime, about
half of these since 2015

- Among the directly exposed, 1/3
reported an associated physical
injury

- 94% reported mental health
impacts

Mentalhealthconsequencesof exposureto
mass and non-massshootingsinanational
‘sampleofUsadults
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THE HILL B o v
Americans agree more on mass
shootings than politics makes it seem

a5 (1]

mass shootings

Ropublicans

Who are the Mass Shooters?




U.S. Mass Shootings and Shooters
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Locations of Mass List of Mass Shooters
Shooti 02024 -~ e

HOW TO STOP A MASS
SHOOTING EPIDEMIC
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Our data shows a [ to viols for mass
Social Proof ) Opportunity

Adverse Mass shooters Violence is Mass shooter
childhood reach breaking scripted in our need the means
experiences are point — often it is culture. Mass to shoot and
common among a suicidal crisis shooters study access to people
mass shooters other mass and places they

shooters. They target.

get radicalized

online.

Mass Shootings by Gonder

1. Shooters often insiders
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+ The Minnesota StarTribune
Minnesota districts work to take the
trauma out of school shooter drills

A gentler training protocol is now the blueprint for a growing number of
districts.

+ The Minnesota Star Tribune
Opinion | School shutdowns are only a

Band-Aid solution to gun violence  svsmianeiersnand samesoensier

THE CONVERSATION
School shootings dropped in 2025 - but
schools are still

focusing too much on safety
technology instead of prevention
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2. Shooters in visible crisis AAA

0SIGNS 1-4 SIGNS 5+ SIGNS
(e st w0

Over 80%

Aftor 2 bad breakup in
Fobruary 2023, Card
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Is this Mental illness?

Role of Psychotic Symptoms in Mass Shootings

69.8% 1% 87% 105%

NOROLE

MINOR  MODERATE  MAJOR
20% Prior Hospitalization
25% Mood disorder
24% Psychiatric Medication
27% Thought disorder
23% Indication
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3. Shooting is a final act

[“So, why did you commit this crime?” the head parole commissioner asked.

[‘Because I wanted to die,” she said. “I was trying to commit suicide.”
“Why pick the school across the street?” the commissioner asked.

[“Because I knew that if I fired on the school the police would show up, and they
ould shoot me and kill me,” she said. “And every time I had tried suicide in the

previous year I had screwed it up.”

The Grover Cleveland Elementary School shooting
San Diego, CA

January 29, 1979

The principal and a custodian were killed

8 children and a police officer were injured
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How Columbine became a blueprint for school shooters

4. Shooters study othe

Modern radicalization = social,iterative, addictive
@ Romanticization

Finding perpetrators "fascinating” or "attractive"

% Idolization
Admiring their power, manifestos, or kill counts

) Identification

"I'l do it too” — subcultures reward imitation with
same clothes, slogans, symbols

Watch for "wannabe" talk: mimicry, fascination with shooters.
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Root Causes: Loneliness, humiliation, loss of purpose:

+ ‘“nothing matters” becomes a coping style

Attention and Algorithms: Reward outrage, novelty; financial

incentives to escalate; mainstream to fringe progression

- “Edgy” or gore content is a pipeline: “Can you handle this?”

+ Grooming and extremism in private servers and gaming “secret rooms”
with no oversight

Outcomes: Hatred of society at large and a desire to bring about

its collapse

Indiscriminate chaos and destruction (“radicalized despair”)

Doesn’t prescribe to the political left or right = memes not

manifestos
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TwinCitié§ PIONEER PRESS ®iBCA

Meet the St. Paul-based team trying to get ahead of school shootings and

workplace violence Strteyfor Targeted Viokence
In the 20 years since Red Lake High School violence, more is understood about warning signs. Prevention for the State of
Minnesota

Saint Paul

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

C.A.R.E. TEAM

Collaborate. Assess. Respond. Evaluate.
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6. Have access to firearms

Prevalence of Assault Weapons in US Mass Public Shootings,
1980-present

oox

59%
Theftborrawed
from family or.

How Acquired by % Firsarms %
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Assault Weapons & High-Capacity Magazines

What the Data Show

<5%
Community Violence

« While less than 5% of gun crimes
involve rifles (most use
handguns), rifles with high-
capacity magazines significantly
Bt A A
hit
« Rising trend in AR-style pistols
and converted aufo-sear
(“switch”) handguns

~26%
Mass Shootings

« ~26% of public mass shooters
used assault-siyle rifles; these
attacks average twice as many
fatalities and injuries as those

using handguns alone

« High-capacity magazines are

present in >60% of mass
shootings with 4+ fatalities

« AWB/LCM limits reduce harm
once an event begins

« Performative copycat component

Higher Risk
Officer Safety

+ First responders face higher
risk when shooters possess
rifles or converted handguns
due to increased penetration

and sustained fire, complicating
agement
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Minnesota’s Extreme Risk
Protection Order Law:
Implementation Guide

s tonas | =
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14

ans

6

1

July 2025

New user guide for Minnesota’s risk protection law,
advocates say the law is saving lives 52
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Comparing Ex Parte and Long-Term ERPOs

Burdenof e WhOCanpetiion
proot foreRp0.
Probable toustserorcmens | eotrcement

marers pecpe

Clear and
convincing
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Implications for prevention

Insiders: Think beyond doors and drills

Crisis: Know the signs, crisis intervention

Final act: Suicide prevention, not punishment

Study others: Child protection, media and social media focus
Leakage: BTAM, reporting systems, relationships

Firearms: Secure storage, ERPOs, point of sale, lethality
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E HAMLINE UNIVERSITY

Find the right data for your needs
and download the full data file
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Political Assassinations

The past five years of
assassinations and attempts on the
lives of politicians is the highest on
records dating back to the™960s

Offenders

Age: 20 to 72 years old (M=37)
Gender: 90% men

Race: 79% white

83% of perpetrators under age 30
had a documented mental health
history and were in crisis at the time
of the attack

US Political Violence Surges to
Record, Bloomberg Analysis Shows
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www.theviolenceproject.org

@ violence-prevention@hamline.edu

THANK YOU
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